
Christoph Bartneck     Christchurch, 9 October 2024 
University of Canterbury 
Private Bag 4800 
8140 Christchurch 
New Zealand 
 
Lightning Source LLC  
1246 Heil Quaker Blvd.  
LaVergne, TN. 37086  
ATTN: Copyright Agent 
USA 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I represent a group of authors who have each had a  PhD thesis illegally published 
through your company. In the attachment A, you will find a list of the theses and the 
respective books. We have confirmed that the ISBN numbers are associated to you. You 
are the publisher of the books since you copy and distribute the books. 
 
Publishing these theses has caused considerable loss to the authors. This includes: 
 

1. Unauthorised publication: the authors were never in contact with you and did not 
intend to publish their thesis through you. 

2. Breach of copyright: Copying the original work in these theses is a breach of 
copyright law, as is issuing such copies to the public. 

3. Damage to reputation: the theses have been modified and the books  
misrepresent the work of the authors. Moreover, self-publishing a thesis in 
academia is not well-regarded, damages  the reputation of the authors, and is 
also a derogatory treatment in breach of copyright moral rights. 

4. Lost income: some of the authors intend to publish their thesis and prior 
publication by you prevents them from earning such income. 

5. Emotional distress: the authors experienced considerable distress by having 
their work exposed on major book-selling platforms such as Amazon, and having 
to deal with the theft of their work. 

6. Time and e^ort: the authors have had to expend considerable time and e^ort 
identifying your company, coordinating our concerns and work on presenting 
them to you. 

 
Based on these losses, we ask you to act within one week of receiving this letter to: 
 

1. Reveal the full contact details of the people who illegally publish the theses 
through you. As privacy and confidentiality cannot be used to protect 
wrongdoing, you are legally obliged to disclose this information.  If you do not 
disclose this information, we will be forced to assume your company is solely 
responsible for the wrongful publication of these works. 

2. Remove the theses from your system and prevent any further distribution. 



3. Agree to pay 500 USD compensation to each of the authors for the losses 
outlined above. 

4. Issue an apology for the unlawful practices within your business. 
5. Undertake plausible steps to prevent any reoccurrence of this situation. This 

includes you checking your current o^erings for other cases of theft. 
6. Report the prevention steps back to the authors. 

 
Please note that Brendan Ritchie has already contacted you directly and that you 
partially complied with his request. In attachment B, you find a second list of books that 
I have good reason to believe are also stolen PhD thesis, but I have not confirmed this 
with the respective authors. 
 
On behalf of the authors: 
 
Alia Warner 
Lynne Marie Chandler- Garcia 
Brian Joseph Foster 
Matthew David Bird 
Molly Fisher 
Jeremy Aaron Evans  
Rodrigo Martins Borges 
Markus Eronen 
John Brendan Welsh Ritchie 
Tania A Reynolds 
Jerad Moxley 
Andrew Vonasch 
Haezreena Begum Binti Abdul Hamid  
Catherine M Robb 
Inga Vermeulen 
 
 
Yours truly, 
 

 
 
Dr. Christoph Bartneck 
 
  



Attachment A 
 
Alia Warner Mindfulness as a Protective Factor for the Relationship Between Self-
Injury and Suicide 2015 Florida State University Mindfulness as a Protective 
Factor for the Relationship Between Self-Injury Irfan 979-8869032195 
 
Lynne Marie Chandler- Garcia Who is a person and why? A study of personhood in 
theory and the law 2012 University of Maryland Study of Personality in Theory 
and Law Pradeep Kandimalla 979-8869019707 
 
Brian Joseph Foster The Contributions of Psychological Skills and Mindfulness to NCAA 
Student-Athlete Well-Being 2015 Florida State University Contribution of 
Psychological Skills and Mindfulness Tiwari 979-8869034151 
 
Matthew David Bird Factors Influencing And Predicting The Likelihood Of Mental 
Health Help-Seeking Of Collegiate Student-Athletes 2018 Florida State University
 Factors Influencing and Predicting the Likelihood of Seeking Mental Health Help
 Tiwari 979-8869042859 
 
Molly Fisher Deconstructing Dependence And Gender Concerns In Men’s Hostile 
Sexism 2023 Victoria University of Wellington Deconstructing Dependence 
and Gender Concerns in Men's Hostile Sexism Pradeep Kandimalla 979-8869003096 
 
Jeremy Aaron Evans  Role Ethics and the Moral Institutions of a Flourishing Collective
 2014 University of Texas at Austin Role Ethics and Moral Institutions of an 
A^luent Group Pradeep Kandimalla 979-8868957130 
 
Rodrigo Martins Borges Knowledge From Knowledge: An Essay On Inferential 
Knowledge 2015 State University of New Jersey An Essay on Inferential 
Knowledge Pradeep Kandimalla 979-8869003157 
 
Markus Eronen Emergence In The Philosophy Of Mind 2004 University of 
Helsinki Emergence in the Philosophy of Mind Pradeep Kandimalla  979-
8868957369 
 
John Brendan Welsh Ritchie Representational Content And The Science Of Vision
 2015 University of Maryland Science of Representational Content and 
Vision Pradeep Kandimalla 979-8869019684 
 
Tania A Reynolds Your Reputation Precedes You: Women's Competition Through 
Social Information 2016 Florida State University Does Explicit Concern Help 
Women Compete For Prestige? Sharddha 979-8869042897 
 
Jerad Moxley Knowledge Structures and Decision Making in Chess 2016 Florida 
State University Knowledge Structures and Decision Making In Chess Sharddha
 979-8869037350 
 



Andrew Vonasch Cognitive Miserliness Preserves the Self- Regulatory Resource
 2016 Florida State University Cognitive Frugality Preserves Self-Regulatory 
Resources Irfan 979-8869032270 
 
Haezreena Begum Binti Abdul Hamid  Sex Tra^icking, Victimisation And Agency: The 
Experiences Of Migrant Women In Malaysia 2020 Victoria University of 
Wellington Sex Tra^icking, Extortion and Agency Ramachandra Reddy 979-
8869003201 
 
Catherine M Robb The nature and value of talent: morality, well-being, and equality
 2017 University of Glasgow The Nature and Value of Talent Hina
 979-8868926853 
 
Inga Vermeulen Words Matter A Pragmatist View on Studying Words in First-order 
Philosophy 2013 University of She^ield A Practical Perspective on the Study of 
Words in First-Order Philosophy Shakeel 979-8869052087 
 
 
Attachment B: 
 
Dylan B Jackson  Do Nutritional Factors Influence Externalizing Behavior during 
Early Childhood? : A Genetically Informed Analysis 2015 Florida State University
 Do Nutritional Factors Influence Externalizing Behavior? Sharddha 979-
8869042910 November 25, 2023 
 
Lauren A Holland Mechanisms Underlying Pathological Exercise in Women with 
Eating Disorders 2016 Florida State University Mechanisms Underlying 
Pathological Exercise in Women Amaal 979-8869042620 November 25, 2023 
 
Lumka Sybil Qangule  An Investigation Of The Experiences Of Psychotherapists 
Regarding Ubuntu In Their Psychotherapy Practice: An Interpretative Phenomenological 
Analysis  2019 Rhodes University An Investigation of Psychotherapists' 
Experiences In Relation To Ubuntu Sharddha 979-8869058959 December 1, 
2023 
 
Haley Gummelt Does Gender Role Moderate the Relationship Between Empathy 
and Psychopathy? 2014 Florida State University Does Gender Role Moderate 
the Relationship Between Empathy and Psychopathy Sharddha 979-8869035462
 November 27, 2023 
 
Kailash Thapaliya Patterns of Medication Use in Women with Dementia 2020
 University of Newcastle, Patterns of Medication Use among Women with 
Dementia Sharddha 979-8869058942 December 1, 2023 
 
Margarita Boenig- Liptsin    Becoming a Citizen of the Information 
Age Amaal 979-8869058829 December 1, 2023 
 



Isaac Amankwaa Are Women Free To Opt Out? Implementation Fidelity Of The ‘Opt-
Out’ Hiv Testing For Pregnant Women In Ghanaare Women Free To Opt Out? 
Implementation Fidelity Of The ‘Opt-Out’ Hiv Testing For Pregnant Women In Ghana
 2021 Victoria University of Wellington Are Women Free To Opt Out?
 Midhun 979-8869058621 December 1, 2023 
 
Emily Katherine Glass    Poverty, Resources, and Shame in 
Philosophical Situation Ghoshal 979-8869083128 December 18, 2023 
 
Daniel Thomas Braithwaite  Improving Variational Methods for Representation Learning 
and Generative Modelling of Speech 2023 Victoria University of Wellington
 Improving Diverse Methods for Learning Representations Chopra
 979-8869051615 November 27, 2023 
 
Sacha Greer Cogs in a Cosmic Machine: A Defense of Free Will Skepticism and its 
Ethical Implications 2015 University of South Florida Defense of Free Will Skepticism 
and Its Ethical Implications Amamah Alkhadrawi 979-8868956089 October 22, 2023 
 
Elizabeth F Bowyer Taking the Stand: Women as Witnesses in New Zealand's Colonial 
Courts c. 1840-1900 2020 Victoria University of Wellington Women as Witnesses in 
New Zealand's Colonial Courts Gajendra 979-8869083098 December 18, 
2023 
 


